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Nation d holiday. On this da,
thmiighoii mi!' lroad land, the pi'iiplf
bun. ,iit w. theirsoldierde.id anew,
AA in. - '.II tin- - il.ivs vli;n the laud was
coli'ivil Willi thedark :iinl sombre cloud
if il wir, luneral train, with mullled

ilriim- - ami drooping wend their
xva ) the sepultures nl the heroes who
fell' in the war against trea-o- u, who died
that the Nation might live. They Urinir
not the tear- - "t the Inirial. the agony ol"

Ihe parting; hut they bring Hie

llowers oi' renienihranee tin1 lit em-

blems !' Ihi'liohle heroe- - who -- hul their
eves on life at ill aire when the whole
future was llu-he- il with hope like the
ea-e- rn -- k with the ri-i- un.

The air "o! y hreathe- - a soft, --ail
-- ton of death, an'il the low, faint zeph-

yrs seem 1ml the lingering echoes of the
lisping farewells from the lips of tho-- e

who. ainiil the mclling.moKe of a ,'nr-int- h,

or the ji.ulTiiir clouds of a Lookout
.Mountain, turned their faces Ironi home
and their eye- - toward God. anil breathed
hut their lives with a hcroi-i- n only less
sublime than the --aeriliee on the em.
On Ihi- - da the Nation bows Ihe knee of
.jrief. half-ma-t- s its --tarry and lets
tin- - tiliiim-i- l shadows of death crane its
told- -. There is a peeuliar apprnpiiatc- -

ue in the people of this country -- pon-

tMinoii-- l assembling, overall our broad
land, at 'the graves where the Nation's
heroe- - are buried, to do them honor in
a grateful people, with hands Mill thril-liiii- T

with the remembrances of the la- -t

pressing loueh of farewell, bringing I heir
votivetrihiit -- o garland the grave- - of
tho-- e thev inoiini.

As on the JL'd of February we remem-

ber the birth of the lir.- -t savior of our
country as on the Fourth of .Inly we
comnienior.ile the great act ol the I'on-tinenl- al

Congress a- - on the Sth ol .Jan-

uary we celebrate the crowning victory
of our --econd war with Great liritain

that the American--o it -- eem- lilting
j pie -- hould assemble on tlii- - 'Mil day
of May. from the granite hills of New
England, where the pine tree keeps
silent igil with the dead, over the bioad
prairie-o- f the We-- t. where
wheat and ta eled corn hold watch and
ward, to the lit of the Pacific,
whe'-- the towering Sierra-- -- tand a- -

-- i iilinels. and with uncovered head-a-

btumtilul hands plant llower- - in re-

membrance ol those hero'-- s who went
out Irom the calm scenes of quiet life to
their country's -- hrinc. to lay there the
olleringol'lheir live who went down
to death, amid --ceues of horror, that
their country might live redeemed, re-

generated and di enthralled.
Ye ir-- ha c ed the loved one-we- re

-- trieken down iiy our -- ide. ortaken
Imui the home circle, oi.natchcd from
social lit : yet Iho-- e vear-havcn- ol been
long enough to heal the wound- - mule

or ni-- e ii- - to forget them. We meet
lo.il.tv as a part ot the hundred-o- f thou- -
--and- of the fathers, mothers, brothers.

and above all. the wives and
eaildren of the uobic dead. We ineel to
honor them: we meet to beautify their
resting places; we meet to express to
the world our remembrance of them:
we meet to their names on
memory's tablel, that we may IcII the
generations to come of their noble deeds,
of their lofty patrioli-m- , and of their he-

roic --aeriliees which have secured to
them tin- - gratitude of their countrymen
and won the applause of nations. While
upon oilier occasions we celebrate, upon
Ihi-o- ne we --imply commemorate with

solemnity. From time imme-
morial it has been the cu-to- in of the
people of every nation to pay honor and
oiler tributes of all'ection to "the memory
of those ol their number wjio fell in bat-

tle or in other ways sacrificed their lives
for the -- ake of their country. Kvery-whercand- at

all times the soldier's grave
ha- - been the -- hrilie of devotion to his
countrymen. All nations and all peo-

ples, from those who have reached the
highe-- l type of civilization to Ihe lowe-- t
and niosi degraded tribes, unite in the
pa incut of honors at the graves of their
fallen heroes. To their soldier dead the
Egyptians hiiilded obe!i-k- s and pyramids;
the Greeks and Unmans temples; the
ancient Scandinavian piles ol weapons
and -- kulls of slaughtered en mies. Mod-
ern nation- - creel monument-- , and crypt-
ograph- and mau-oleum- -. of marble and
bronze and granite. Of all mode- - of
paying honor to the dead, no one - more
appropriate or beautiful or more em
biematie. than to strew their grave with
llowers. Monuiuenls of brass will inol-de- r

and decay, marble and granite will
blacken ami crumble, but llower- - bloom
perennially, and a- - each recurring year
we ihe graves ,,f our heroes with
llowers, mi each recurring year wc recall
their glorious deeds, and thu- - perpetuate
their nieinorv in lnonuments ol heart
Irom generation to reiteration down the
corridors of time. If ever a people had
c.iu-- e lo be grate lul to heir fallen he-

roes, we. the people of this coiiutrv.
-- hollld feel and acknowledge Ihe dccpc-- l
gratitude to those of our patriot coiui-minc- n

who lell willing martyr-t- o the
eau-- e of liherlv : who s.icriliccd the

of all the mortal hope- - ami en-

dearment- of their home-- ., of their
friends, and of their lives, (o secure the
pre-cr- v atioii of our venerated form of
government, with all the -- ulilime gutr-antie-s

which it vouehs;ifes to the hum-
blest citicn thereot. It is to their he-

roic -- aeriliees. r. ing valor, pure
and loiv pitrioti-- m and disinterested
devotion to euuiilry. th it we arc indebt-
ed for the libertv of y the enjov-ine- nt

of Ihe privileges and protection of
.1 Government wln.c belligllilV elide ir- -

it to lovers of liberty everywhere, and
who-- c strong arm protects the humblest
and weakest of ourcitizensas wellasthc
greatest and mo-- t powerful. '

Let its. who live to enjoy tlie truit ol
their labors, give them honor wilh no
sparing hand, pour out upun them with
no grudging spirit all that wc can give
them respect, and love, and veneration,
and undying memory. If those who
fought in 1812 because the nation's honor
was impugned, and liccau.se the nation's
llag was instilled, are held in enduring
remembrance, how can we measure the
meed of those who battled to save Ihe
nation's, life who upheld the nation's
Hair amidst the heat of battle, and in
whose hands, if it ever drooped .in dis-

aster, drooped only to rise again with
brighter Mars. Hut, independent of all
these blessings and privileges which
have resulted to us from the achieve-
ments of our noble dead, we should
cherish their memories and commemo-
rate their heroic deeds for the siill'crings
they endured, the privations they with-
stood, and the personal sacrifices which
they made. If we stop to contemplate
these, we will sec that they who died,
cannot receive honor over much. For
why can fully appreciate the long and
tiresome inarches, the wet bivouac, the
lislle-- s camp life, the weary ho-pit- al

days and nights, when death itself
seemed a welcome boon, the horrors of
the prison pens of Andersonville, Lihlrv
aud liclle llc. the endless and innumer-
able privations and dangers to which
our soldiers cheerfully stibinilted. Tho-- e

who lie beneath yonder green -- ward
were once as lull of life and health and
anticipation as we are Yel. at
thecal! of their countrv, they lc t their
pleasant homes, lull ot attraction,
turned from tho-- e they fondly loved,
and, with no repining words, buckled on
their armor and went forth, like the
Spartans of old, to do battle even unto
death against those who stood with llp-lill-

hands ready to destroy the iit

that owned u- - all as children.
Softly were the farewells spoken to the
mothers and wives, who fondly caressed
the faces of Iho-- e they loved, while sis-

ters gave the last tribute of alfeelion to
brothers w ho had mingled with them in
the daily pleasures anil sorrows of their
homes. Some who (litis went out full of
joulh'.s ardor and manly vigor fell at
idoody ltelmout ; some bit the iliM on
ShilolV-faiiio- u- and latal field ; sonic
sank, gun in hand, in Yickslmrg's
trenches; siime looked their las', oil
earthly things amid the blood .tin! siiiol.c
and carnage of Stone Kier. .Mis-io- n

Kidgc and the Colgotha "round Atlanta :

while others sleep their last earthly
-- leep who-- c live- - weiltgaspiitg out amid
Ihe oflhc ho-pil- And
all for what purpose'' To rcsc ir
gretih belnvcil country. ii"l -- imply

from thu humility of denationalization,
but from this very agony ol its national
life; ami could "they on this
the infolding cerements of their graves,
and rise to witness the scenes of heart-
felt gratitude so beautifully symbolized
in the simple and expres-iv- o ceremony
of decking their graves with these beau-
tiful spring llowers, they would, it scums
to me, without question signify to us in

way their complacency and satis-

faction at so remarkable an exhibition.
Let monumental piles rise on all our
great battle-lield- s to show the greatest
conflicts ol the age. Let partial friends
and admiring Status build monuments to
the more distinguished dead, who were,
mayhap, favored by golden opportunity.
Let artists in colors the memora-
ble actions which will lo all ages illus-
trate the science ol war. Let songs re-

count the heroic labors of the Union
brave, lint let a grateful people never
forget that no on earlh should ho
more sacred in their recollections than
the lowly resting places of our soldier
dead ; that Ihcy should pay the same
honor to a wooden board with name, or
marked "unknown," as to the mo-- t
priceless memorial tomb. And as you
strew the graves of those inyonder cem-
etery, forget not their comrades who an;
sleeping oiithc batllc-licl- d or picket line

heroes all. Let not the thoughts of
heart or the prayer ol lips lorget one.
None so humble, none mi much un-

known, but that he es every lau-

rel of honor, and every tribute of all'ec-tioi- i.

Itut, independent ol the-- e

honors which wc p iy the de.nl, is there
not another --acred obligation incumbent
on u- -, from which there is no honorable
retreat, namely : Thai ol remembering,
al-- o, their widows and orphans? (treat
as were the sacrifices of the dead, great-
er by far were 'ho-- c id' their depend-
ent families. Their hearts bleed at
the recollection of their losses. Thc.--e

beautiful -- crviecs bring them no joy. for
they bring not back the departed. None
gave so much for their country as they
who gave their all. The poor widow
who cast her mile into the treasury, will
carry a Savior's commendation to the
end of time. She cast hi all she had.
even her living. Should not the poor
widows of our land, who gave their
country all their living, be cherished, as
not only a legacy of the dead, but the
noblest benefactors of their nee? Il is
a C'hri-lia- n dun to "vi-i- t the fatherless
and widow-i- n their alllictioti-.- " How
--acred anil plea-a- nt that dull when they
have become fatherless and widow- - lor
Us. The women of this country, during
the war.ennobled hiimaiiitv by their s,

lofty patriotism and sweet chari-
ties. Let man ennoble humanity by
giving to thit-- e -- aeriliees the remem-
brance ami tender whioh ire their

I due. We must not, however, keep the
J promise to tlie ear and break it to the

hope; nor must we permit the apple of
I promise to turn to aliw on the lin.s of

those to whom wo owe this sacml obli-gat'o- n.

Our hands must not ho closed,
nor our offering stinted to those whose
natural protectors died for all of us.
The orphans are the Nation's wards.
See to it that they arc not neglected ;
and, though the lather's place can never
be filled, heart-strin- severed cannot
be let the widows and or--

! ..!...-.- - !.... 1" .1 l .
jiliuu- - set; Mia, nv .iiu lauilllll lO our
trust as their protectors.

Hut let tis remember that while we
honor our dead, and are not unmindful
of our duty to their dependent widows
nuil orphans, something is due from us
to the surviving soldiers of the late war.
In our daily avocations, how often do we
meet these veteran", often broken down
in health and maimed for life in their
country's service, who have received no
testimonials of the people's gratitude or
partiality for past military services.
This is in part due to lack of opportunity ;
and when I Kill to mind the number of
soldiers who hold honorable positions in
our land, I am constrained to say they
have not been forgotten wholly and en-

tirely, or that their services and sac-

rifices are unappreciated by the Amer-
ican people. Mr. President," it is a proud
reflection to know that the sentiment of
gratitude does find a sure lodgment in
the great American heart, despite that

saying that Republics are un-

grateful, and that no apprehension need
be felt that either our dead or living he-

roes will soon he forgotten. Let me in-

quire what it was that made General
Crant, the great captain of the age.
President of these United States, or Gen-
erals ltawlins and Uclknap Cabinet Min-

isters in the Government? How does it
happen that so manv of our gubernato-
rial chairs, halls of fegi.slation, and other
places of distinction, are filled by our
gallant .soldiers? The answer is three-
fold: Their own individual worth of
character, their great military renown,
and the gratitude of the people. The
very honorable position which our wor-th- v"

President. Captain Mercer, holds in
this communitv isdue to the same cause.
And so it is ail over this broad laud.
Our people are not prone to lorget those
wlio periUiI their all including Hie i-

tselfto save thein and their country,
which they are wont to love so well and
so wisely.

Sacrcll henceforth should be the an-

nual return of the :totli of May ; and on
that day, till time and revofution shall
level the graves id' the dead and pant-
ile hearts of the living, let the resting
places of the American soldier be hal-

lowed with the laurel and the rose.

Urv vour meat at Howard's.


